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Research Question and Argument 

Research Question: 

Are the recurring themes of loneliness and inaction in Jimmy Corrigan: The Smartest Kid On 

Earth something other people should know about or care about? 

Research Statement/Thesis Statement: 

Chris Ware’s recurring themes of loneliness and inaction are significant in his work Jimmy 

Corrigan: The Smartest Kid On Earth is a theme that people need to understand because they 

represent the loneliness and inaction in our world and in our reading, and also show that when 

others end something, it is truly the beginning of something else. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summary/Analysis of Graphic Novel 
 
Ware, Chris. Jimmy Corrigan: The Smartest Kid on Earth. Pantheon Books, 2006. 
 
Summary 
 
In Jimmy Corrigan: The Smartest Kid On Earth, Chris Ware tells the very personal story a father 
and his son. Jimmy Corrigan’s father disappeared for 30 years, but reappeared into his life with 
a few phone calls, which Jimmy’s mother never knew about, and one uneasy dinner. However, 
Jimmy’s father then stood him up at what would have been their second meeting. Jimmy 
Corrigan is shrunken in on himself, round-shouldered and hunched. His eyes, droopy and small, 
never meet a gaze. Since Ware states that “we all make choices as to how we want to live” (43), 
the only person who even tries to connect with Jimmy Corrigan is his mother, but that is not 
because it is the only person who wants to talk to Jimmy, but it’s because that is how Jimmy 
chooses to live his life. Jimmy has no memories of the man whose name he bears, and when one 
day the mail brings an invitation to spend Thanksgiving Dinner with him, his head is filled with 
hope, hate and fear. In the end, Jimmy and his father visit the 1893 Chicago World's Fair and 
climb to an observation platform above one of the great halls. Looking at the world below them, 
Jimmy’s father says something and then walks away into the distance, never to be seen again. 
Jimmy’s father died of a heart attack before they could ever meet again. 
 
Analysis 
 
With Jimmy Corrigan’s father disappearing for 30 years, there was never a manly figure in 
Jimmy’s life. For these reasons, it is only self-evident that Jimmy grew up a manchild in his late 
thirties. This shows that to evolve into a functional human being, one must interact with others. 
Although Ware argues that Corrigan chooses “how [he] wants to live” (43), it is evident that he 
has chosen this way of life because his father left him, and so he chooses not to develop 
relationships with others in fear of rejection, like his father rejected him. This plays into the 
theme of inaction that Ware displays over the entire novel. When Jimmy’s father sent an 
invitation to Jimmy to spend Thanksgiving Dinner with him, the reason Jimmy was filled with 
such hope was because he believed that his father, a man he hasn’t seen in thirty years, truly had 
changed and wanted to meet his long-lost son. However, Jimmy was also filled with fear and 
hate because he was fearful that his father may reject him again, but also filled with hate because 
he was angry at his father for ever leaving him. Overall, Ware’s graphic novel shows many 
themes of loneliness and inaction that contribute to a lack of development of the mind, and it is 
something that everybody needs to understand. Without human interaction, one can never truly 
rejoice in the sanctity of human nature. 
 


